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TECHNOLOGY is reshaping many aspects of
society. This includes how people choose to
consume tobacco and nicotine. Thanks to inno-
vation, adult smokers, who would otherwise con-
tinue to smoke, can continue to use nicotine with-
out the buming of tobacco, significantly reducing

We are witnessing a consumer-led transformation

their exposure to harmful chemicals.

The aspiration to find better altermatives to
smoking cigarettes is not new. Over many dec-
ades, there was exploration to reduce the harm
associated with smoking ciga-
rettes, processing tobacco, differ-
ent blends and filters. Over time,
academics suggested that people
smoked for the nicotine but died
from the exposure to thousands
of chemicals contained in tobacco
smoke. This led to advocacy for
the reduction of tar while maintain-
ing nicotine levels. However, all
these methods had significant
challenges.

Then, just over twenty years
ago, there was a watershed
moment. E-cigarettes, or vapour

« Products, were first developed
by Hon Lik and became com-

2 mercially available—a simple yet

‘¢ ingenious invention. Typically, a

£ battery-powered device heats an
e-liquid to produce an inhalable

o aerosol, commonly known as

© vapour. Although e-liquids usually
- contain nicotine, there is generally

@ no tobacco in vapour products.

& Importantly, due to the similar ritual of smakmg.
/. adult smokers started to adopt e-cigarettes as an

alternative for traditional cigarettes. For the first

& time, smokers had access to an altemative prod-
uct that provided increasingly satisfying products

in terms of sensorial expenance
Since then, have

[ S iRnss |
Guest
Column

By Kingsley
Wheaton

of how tobacco and nicotine is consumed

vapour products, 40 million use heated tobacco

Y

=

products, and 10 million use nicotine pouches.

Smokeless is the key word. Without burning
tobacco, which creates a highly
ccomplex chemical reaction,
smokeless products can produce
significantly fewer toxicants than
cigarette smoke, depending
on the specific product. In our
clinical studies, when switching
completely to our smokeless
products, results indicate statisti-
cally significant reductions in
exposure to a number of studied
harmful chemicals and favour-
able changes in biomarkers of
potential harm, compared to con-
tinued smoking.

Encouraging adult smokers
who would otherwise continue
to smaoke to switch entirely to
alternative products with a
reduced-risk profile is a public
health policy known as Tobacco
Harm Reduction. Essentially, if a
behaviour is risky and not wholly
avoided, then modifying the
behaviour so that it involves potentially less risk
can lead to better outcomes for a population.

Countries that have adopted this approach
have seen a more significant reduction in
smoking prevalence. Notably, Japan - with
heated products; the United Kingdom, New
Zealand and the United States - with vapour
: and Sweden - with oral tobacco

been made in innovating vapour products and

and nicotine pouches.

Encouragingadultsmokers
who would otherwise continue to
smoke to switch entirely toalter-
native products with a reduced-
risk profileisa public health
policy known as Tobacco Harm
Reduction. Essentially, ifa behav-
iouris risky and notwholly avoid-
ed, then modifying the behaviour

sothatitinvolves potentially less
risk can lead to better outcomes
forapopulation. Countries that
have adopted this approach have
seenamoresignificant reduction
insmoking prevalence

Smokeless is the key word.
Without burning tobacco, which
creates a highly complex chemi-
cal reaction, smokeless products
can produce significantly fewer
toxicants than cigarette smoke,
depending on the specific product
Well-thought-through, progressive
regulation is required to maxim-
ise the opportunity presented by
smokeless products

| vapour products across several

Itis estimated that 80% of the

major markets consistofillegal, |
non-compliant products. This
musturgently beaddressed—
otherwise, itrisks undermining

the categoryand hindering the

full potential of Tobacco Harm |
Reduction

form that brings together researchers, policymék-

ers, and the public to share insights and examine
evidence-based solutions. | encourage readers

tion

to visit com, review the
evidence, and join the conversation.
Itis in everyone's interest to reduce the health

snus use, a traditional oral tobacco product.
More recently, Sweden has adopted a full
range of smokeless products. Sweden now

has the lowest smoking rate in the EU, at 5.4%,

and the lowest lung, trachea, bronchus, and
oral cavity mortality rate in the EU.

Scientists have estimated that if more countries
followed Sweden's lead and Sweden's mortality

them K

Remarkably, itis estimated that 80% of the
vapour products across several major markets
consist of illegal, non-compliant products. This
must urgently be addressed—otherwise, it risks
undermining the category and hindering the full
potential of Tobacco Harm Reduction.

impacts with smoking cigarettes.
Addressing such a significant societal issue can
only be achieved through open dialogue, shar-
ing scientific research, and collaboration.
1 Human D., etal, Saving Lives Like Sweden.
Smoke Free Sweden, 2023. Available at: hitps://
A

This is why

g for

ensure high product standards, prevent underage

access, combat ilficit trade, with robust enforce-

IVES%20L JEN.pdf

rates were applied across the EU, for example, 3.5
+million lives could be saved over the next 10 years.

Wl

ment and penalties for those who break the rules.
To support informed dialogue and make the

science behind Tobacco Harm Reduction more

q ible, BAT recently launched Omni™, a plat-

developing other smokeless options. Today, it is
estimated that there are around 115 million adult
consumers of smokeless products: 65 million use

Sweden is a compelling example. It started
Tobacco Harm Reduction earlier than most
countries, There has been a long history of

(The author is the Chief Corporate
Officer, BAT)
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Today is World No-Tobacco Day
TOBACCO-FREE
GENERATION:

ERR
AVISION FOR A
HEALTHIER FUTURE
FOR SRI LANKA

BY Dr. Anula Wiesundere and Dr. Surantha Perera

sty Ty el
s ot e o

o
. eveos 1 ) w-mn-
L et e e At

LMA URGES GO
: 3 TO IMPLEME‘I(ITI'

" TOBACCO

.BAN

< FOR THOSE BORN
AFTER 2010

i
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=R  Initiativeaims to - Prevents children SRS G Gl
w “ ' create a “Tobacco- Jﬁommmro

S e “~  Free Generation” tobacco-related harm
ByHUZEFAALIASGER 2 interational :ruuu, including the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights. The wording of the National Authority on
“Tobacco and Alcohol Act (2006) of Sri Lanka also supports the

he Sri Lanka Medical Association (SLMA) in 2
press release said that a policy on banning tobacco
aans\mnn forlﬁosebomnﬂuzoloummmdm

on this poh:y in lieu of the upwmmg ‘World No Tobacco Day.
MA said, “ ‘Tobacco-Free Generation is a policy
all those born

ofﬁmu:gmnnons.buedmdupnmpmofhmnghvs
justice. It ensures that children are not subjected
mprevcn lehuml(w:ualsoammsnyuﬁummdmd
economic
'nzpomy SLMAuabo]nsnﬁedlhmughmumlumﬂ
child rights and which

hbuman ri instruments, emphasise
the protection and well-being of children. The right to health
and life is a fundamental human right in various

objectives of this concept.

The WHO Framework Convezmon m\ ‘Tobacco Control
(FCTC) states the need for protection from
smokc.)pumc\umy for vulnerable

recommends banning sales to those below a specific age, and.
maqd.lmpmucﬁngqhddlmﬁunthemmpﬁ tive marketing

sngmﬁnntlyrudwe the healthcare costs of tobacco use,

run into billions of rupees each ymr “Itis also well a‘nbllthul

that smokers tend to take more sick days‘and may experience

deuwedpmd:mmly w’mleuwnrkdu:lohed!hmnlawd
This initiative will therel fmmmlhullhm

workfomelhnumkudmve.wum:ym

00 G0 el oo soc] aends
B2 cus 0 3589 6430 §

e o
Frihortepidety ety
mwmpawﬂ-a godim Eiki!




CURRENT ISSUES — JANUARY 2025

s EEAIE

el

Q68 5660
60g ese®) INSEE
le sm6EinG

{
}

O5es 168 Bed HGw DrE)BEeOED BGSHo

oo @@ e85, & @omed u8dn® Dasin aocts 9
DEBmOE txon®ms O INSEE Ecocycle Lanka (Private) O
Limited, & @om e)E OB mbmoeae (PNB) &0 HEm
gt emo Deed e O#30en (NDDCB) 680 50,
SseSon nom @e 60esBES Be@int® 494.048x 8858 ln
ced on-cunn® oxseds ewme eS8 Hals enn Iy
-@aammwmmm.wmzms,zmsm a
Sy 2023 DEOEEE 60DLE I Grmdsn 60ena® B

B sobedede gSedemo Bued Beciee® 1,804t £0% Bw® 60 qr8

..................................... reassne

o

ol edo8 a1 128 G 608
|660 Do TOTH & Eodmcds
GSGEDD) - ceDes HmE OEOEE

| ®e@ - 68 aSmed of ag med
B. noEmdse (s qed s oA
€800 935 SO 888 qeoooed] §9
| edto qwe @3 B@mecst soeem
(B g Bnenet 49 SDedsta govst
aco &8 30 Samed a6 goits emd S
MBod exgeten.

Boges Comed sedyz O39S quo (02
BeaS e coctes 0B aSced Sond
COBB. dnemt oBdo® P I@Bel oogE
grdomc s sdes 05 Sod ¢deds

Py
¢
& 4
g
e
b
4
()

wmadnc; gmmOdes 203 @edd (e

B ewien didons o B3E quoixs.

P —- qmen 59 Semad By

9B wocue Bhegs ;fmg&: oy

ofo &n ssce oy

Fpocom 508 & 00 0O eBmes ‘epesiencing peychooglcaland emotonal « forward reckiczen o

Commets ave BE O B - inequalities. Women, chidren,

LD qs:edn: Sa Sod@ 50 B8 et ‘ongoing anxiety, the uncertainty of what 38 2 key 1o fun, freedom, and these forces al contributé o an Nation A el Ly and macs ofits consequences. When

B¢ &, Bpabmbn. wxiad e dirdarron e ’
ot o) q¢ SB8 3L ef%e o3 ‘stuation wilescalate. The emotional v 84 well-being, they are not just fafing in

et B9 998m0d em® 2mnOm eHedED -

o BEmt qoo. T acdqoe. o0 S0 gud et an beration.But o many wamen, the it o

o Om 5 BEmO. S0 2bme @B B3 . ply

BesBO ©dno 88 SR oud BRiEOcO »@D — etkpuctanay

euinul, O, and 98 S0 Sednd,

S 8edIB Bmdd exeBa

Bosd 8c 018 008 Bosd G @00R8s ewe0
58136 o6 ey

wgBa Sweb? «vcd Bovipnc Bodd

®em
& € SO0 80@@@. eecdn von emtl gos B8 Beddlo
6830 030D BOcO y®reiw EBG @B

BB Becdd 8wcd D18 s -
80088 gue smd 1B Gomo gBemig
edEo ﬁos@o qlﬁ‘f 8® ¢ B@wed® D8 Dibsred Bdns ¢b. ened

cdms 88 gechs oada drsebE e mm
. DDmes .@ng@j.aqm-'aeq 68 OHtmich.

©dm$ ¢ 0. O

Q—OMpg o

¢S, : RN A
BSomgme  Bodd- o - BB Deddde
eosdm Bacd aod Bedm gdc 8¢
8onde esineds e@dd B8 Bedld Bodd
edegremed gtn@ims SbAnes eozin®
ndD A0 68 DloNd ewulDr el

c®emmg B8 Iv® ¢ xveson
WosYesy 8nsd &c af y
DOOSIB.

.04 - 29

202s




CURRENT ISSUES — JANUARY 2025

PRINT MEDIA
LAW ENFORCEMENT

0025, 08.06 Qoapge

e

eds) e

e®im Q8 B Bwrgeom
e dScom Hom B 83
noenoe gedeed o8B
20 0868 DoemenS. @y
g Beodsled gdoma
OO ©w08 B8O e3¢
0@ 018 eIens §RBOEZS
BcE oo, dwebmn O
e Ben, O3 8O ©E3 O
@Oz ebed &.60.- 144 ¢O>
@Oz  wens’  DYBNED
o5 engeme oo 18
E5.

£®218 25,400 = §8e®
c®d mogss 127 = oby
BEwbss B85 goigeeDd
eom g o® B¢ BSOS
ety Beobemwsl  eonid
@B a0, O8F 00® g®03
er®e BB 0, @®
HBEBID ece ®@@50D
deos g @Ds’ @8wd GBud
cofecm 0 Qe eodbm
eceg Bewie O guo.

00 g BB o WS B B8n3d Beso B O
Bedsy mOEOB ¢ g8 O B®sd 6O
BEO edsI®) 98 @586 Y.

6z. 60 04 DO
dead OO0 » ddeme

Q@Sﬁsmeﬂ 3R

E o)

el ke L
-l

P & 5o S e W S
s

2% o B B Wt &
| T

ded pa-Awy

R BT o LT
0830 B < ALy
I Ce LAy - o
20 53 3 K e e
COOW XA | o o P
T W S ; -
CHLAN L Eonh Ly £ 000w | A | il oF .1 Y

a8 34® 60

Q08 44m 60 BOOLO 6o BOGID 6o®

| ogexso -
ow 6085 |
Si8a wgdnad
cois wogdes (oS
£8m Bedc Heuis
(808 emond B8
Becid ece #9300

2Ym0D QO
emiomees Bond

ABEEE RN e ade? |

"
0 son @0 oS BE
2 3 eudn 3053 8o v
§ 208 emgemie S
Y ot Somss 8828 .
Bad (05¢) = 2z 089 993
o esatgbt eon Hed. emoe §E08 dct
3 ot QB8 eom, Ivelins 005
i BesiedO0en ece =180 omys 89 o@d
0 dBmin £dn 8 83 oS @973 etibed
[OGOE gedoed 8.603.- 144 (o QBB
G 88 29 =888 @mecs ngmen
v oaGees. @05 emnjeng @O
% ety condd H3E,
Benbred gbme @ 882 deon &
Dm0 emf 860 0@ &g ne 53 v

OB6EH
;mgemcsan& 6aN0)

8

D265

'‘BBn® 0ad 8’ Bed.

(Platinum Double Mix) @® Bgag B3es | BOmos - qust sageci stie 13 qe clgBesant
208 009 (983 otiq Bebamans g D00 Feoi B e Bavaiie
983, " ‘e’ o o, v B8 qmont £ : o o
i i S g S, STmee g
a:mrﬁ Begma :ns dodaffm o3, @9 o 558 ¢ atmm s o= e
¢ 3 pgednpied ¢
i Bido B 88 qecs. ot
o8 600 Bodecs. B85ecid ece 09320 ::»)‘:( = gout et L O ig:c
0B (OO0 25400 dowm g 9O 9520 SomEROCIAE L onoiied  Bed v
= gBoq 000 s GiBad cutvam ¢© c‘vﬁ.':nfﬁ;:o: B Bee aas 0950
127:5 oy Bebst o eodm ece; empomed B govtemgeng e0n  Hoodo ad 0
BBt asiqbog0 com  Howde 3 Bed. Semotiod  atesia ol gl
120 (150) ages. ole 83 mg zf.” frtisien o0




CURRENT IsSUES - JANUARY 2025 [IENEEIR

3o36 03-12 GO0 I
G0

EDERODD

OEIVES
DEDOGRD

@B BB
Se0Id Oyeds
BICDWBO OB DB

©®e® Bwdo =
L g
BBwe Hort®m

Asen 62,6030 80D

Q8icds 696 g6cal

, S—— (e o) [ ANOI)
8H6D60IE duistal cRind - VDB ENOE @eﬁﬁ)esmé

208 590 HOGL ey °-
FeIniBme) FulgRo)dO o
© 9. 6d. Bulmow Jwusg LN TEE) 6mds geeg O (_:_ i
6806 b 5H1E® HrBOOed & NEE 6868 31 HHBE HEEEEDS. S |
93886 HedBx @D Be®) BO® eNFB® 6OB L 60RO O <
O8w geddenenn suebe (050) & Eodowede 6H88ed Sty R
11.30 0 6@én 88 HeoiD 88wz 6@Ingd Blos sivpmd: o Oy oqd 8 Odezs o %
20s5 000 geEdSy Bedwed & g BOG gBFRRLD e®® GIm.eTDWETO “
&00x00 ad 29 Bodowede eenBBn DeOBO »HDOOO Hodwa.
o0e8. Bodewede N8B0 i obiSuin

o #0omd0D en® giess

o008, -

@53 600»
Go).8.

6850rEl6dE gdeB

' S @11 S OB,

T Qoo dg9rd @S0 Guind

d)i dala

tidio60a

SBow Dedeed
a¢ ©8¢ @A i

oRe 9 ST BOREXS 2083 BY
eB8s Sddd ©®® ®oth emved

8goe oPeng®Ss 20 Secig® 3503

ocen edez eSermem
odoman 80 qmbdes o ®
A

mes 80 9gd G 80
928 D o

omag 08 Stz @ped
Bocldoo o0 Hecl 23
% Owead emecn avd

90 gOws eved 0 o9 . odn 8980 Bale o
caw

0000 eilomn ploced o

odn o sasoos qecd oL eold

20 80 OiBacel qmidea :
am.

Sqmr g wo dcg® Bewts OO

24 o200

Dons . 03

Gdondis cem mﬂ.ct:
o emdiwed
Frbeto oy Simadenst S Teni8d . oted

S18u@ BBwm 608
D0z emde wok
emowes §5eo@dd
eom Bed.

edeo1d nduc
gednedt c®® emdg
©othy @B esebico
(22 ¢) gew®
DICESE ¢gRepdDd
o D @ v

©@en D2 DO ®F¢o
®10s Swe eagnsd
nega.

siesE 154238 eces
eme B8 0@ ®oko
G 3% S
YOome e o0
018¢0 whsen gwa
ede1Rd eBE8s
O 06 & Bed.




cURRENT IsSUES - JANUARY 2025 [EE

DIGITAL MEDIA

cOen ¢@eme
3% ®exwesno

B8de LB
328 BB

Salena Nuwan (2318@ 2> @Oﬁf) | Episode 227 | 08th February 2025

@¢0en 50Eed i grImed DWrws OB eE®O NOBT @(85{ 9@@@0@

@08 23001 RE Osess YOEDBIW I Gazade.
5% ®exwesno

GDIo €0
OO O
A3y
61&3@0?85

Recondition Kella || EPISODE 51 || 8292538 @ 23 e2J R || 08th February 2025

DB w0V 50EBmned ©B grined dmnws O SmIRRsY &08@08@
emER @O 003 BE Be1wId YOIGemw MSBsT sIHdST ¢
@®wd VYW OB HBIBN ¢ BTesw . @Q)SGSOG

D0} OB
&aZNIOW €3
25359053 ©®
- eEWI @BIC R

- O BROO e6

80 5Emed whed 8 DR dnrw6 O 18 @08
2003 RE ©&1e30 BB YOELBIG MIB) oz, Cﬂpwomw




CURRENT ISSUES — JANUARY 2025

Veeduru Thira | Episode 05 - (2025-06-07) | ITN Veeduru Thira | Episode 05 - (2025-06-07) | ITN

ITN 5082%0D 38 gsimed Bmas D5 8gd; BS eO8 51001 BE ©esesrs HIdm6 YOEIBI@
DO8sT BTD5Y DE WIDHB 3LIBZBWS W BBOD ©5I5Y &S esows.

Visekari | Episode 148 - (2025-05-19) | ITN

ITN 5208060 386l 85DE Bmnn D5 Betdznd @O 5001 BE BWD Bexc Bz’ 3nd BY voeh eoe
eNDE ¢gsT 8O® Smns HBO

23) | Episode 07 31t May 2

308 R DIBAB 53Eed 88 gx¥med Smnw O3 6O BHYE @OE OB BE BEBesIs WIdRG YOBABW WSH)
2203




ZYMOLAPSY-
SIOLLE]
e®eEewdO
vMO)



