
Tobacco smoking is a major obstacle to the health, economic and social develop-
ment of Sri Lanka. Tobacco smoking causes 55 premature deaths of Sri 
Lankans over 15 years of age daily, which is a loss of 20,000 precious Sri Lankan 
lives annually. Sri Lankans spend Rs. 400 million daily on cigarettes. The total 
cost to economy of Sri Lanka from tobacco is more than Rs 2,000 million each 
year.

The Ceylon Tobacco Company (CTC) holds the cigarette production and sale monopoly in Sri Lanka. The 
multinational tobacco corporation British American Tobacco (BAT) owns 84.13% shares of CTC. A major 
portion of the profit of CTC goes to England and America every year in foreign currency. 

The objective of this document is to alert you to the main recommendations for reducing tobacco smoking 
in Sri Lanka proposed by the World Health Organization (WHO) and national experts. These propositions, 
recommendations and their importance is discussed below. 

Tobacco smoking 
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As a candidate for the general election, we expect you will genuinely work to prevent tobacco use 
initiation among children and youth, free current tobacco smokers from smoking and thereby help to 
develop the economy of the country. 

Ban sale of cigarettes as single-sticks.

Increase tobacco tax without letting the industry 
profit. 

Implement plain packaging for tobacco products.  

Ban tobacco sale within 100 meters of an 
educational institution. 

Out of cigarettes sold in Sri Lanka, 89% are bought 
as one or two sticks at a time. This is an obstacle 
to the process of reducing tobacco smoking. Many 
countries do not allow sale of single sticks.

Banning sale of cigarettes as single-sticks:  
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Ban sale of tobacco as single-sticks. Implement plain packaging. �
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The tobacco production and 
sale monopoly in Sri Lanka is 

held by British American 
Tobacco (BAT) appearing as 

the Ceylon Tobacco Company 
(CTC) while owning %84.13 

shares of CTC.
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Ban tobacco sale within 100 meters of an 
educational institution. 

Develop tobacco tax indexation.

Introduce a simple, correct tax methodology instead of the current ad-hoc tax methodology.

Systematically, increase taxes according to the rate of inflation and per-capita income. 

Introduce equal taxes to all cigarette products.  

Strengthen tobacco tax administration and transparency to reduce tax evasion and avoidance. 
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Banning tobacco sale within 100 meters of an 
educational institutions REDUCES
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Amendments to the National Authority on 
Tobacco and Alcohol Act proposed by the 
National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol
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Implementing the above proposed recommendations will strengthen the health and economy of Sri Lankans and 
safeguard the interests of the public. As a candidate for the general election, you and your party have got an opportunity 
to enlighten the public about policies to reduce tobacco smoking. It is crucial to establish your stance on these policies, 
as there is a significant number of voters who will decide whom to vote to, based on this issue. 

5.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

M
ah

in
da R

aja
pak

sa

20
06

- 2
01

5

K.N
 C

hok
sy

20
02

 - 2
00

5

Chan
drik

a K
um

ar
at

un
ga

19
95

 - 2
00

1

D.B
 W

ije
tu

nga

D.B
 W

ije
tu

nga

19
94

19
90

 - 1
99

3

Ro
nnie

 D
e M

el

19
84

 -1
98

9

20
16

 - 2
01

8

Ra
vi 

Kar
un

an
ay

ak
e

M
an

gala
 Sa

m
ar

aw
ee

ra

Average Produc�on of 
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period (Mn)
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